I Got it Right: lesson ideas
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Some background

Karen Smith’s book I Got it Right was part of the second set of books for beginning readers which Hackney Reading Centre produced. 

Karen, a pseudonym, was a young white woman who studied at the Hackney Reading Centre for a short period in the early 1980s. The book was selected for publication by others in the group. 

The book was illustrated with ink drawings by Toni Coyle.
Using the text

The text is simple yet engaging, and the context – shopping in a supermarket – is likely to be a very familiar one for learners.
The book is very well illustrated, and the illustrations can be used as prompts for oral storytelling and to support learners (including new readers and writers) with reading and writing. The story can be used as a way of developing learners’ understanding of and own use of intonation to express feelings and develop meaning. Almost all the verbs used in the text are past simple irregular verbs, so this is a possible language focus.
The text can be used a way to generate broader discussion within the group about language and literacy practices, and about learners’ feelings when using language and literacy in different contexts.  
Speaking and listening ideas

Relevant speaking and listening objectives
· Predict general meaning (Lr/E2.1a)

· Listen for gist to test predictions (Lr/E2.1b)

· Listen for detail and grammatical detail in a narrative (Lr/E2.2a, 2c)
· Narrate a story in the past (Sc/E2.3c)
· Use appropriate stress and intonation (Sc/E2.1a)
Possible speaking and listening lesson

· Introduce the book: Show the cover/ the reprinted book. Explain that the front cover image is a picture of the writer. How do you think she feels? Explain that we are going to read her story.

· Introduce the story and any new words: Learners work in pairs/ threes to look at images from the story, printed from the book. They discuss what they can see in each of the pictures. Take feedback as a whole group and clarify what is happening in each picture and the meaning of any new words, e.g. cash desk; cheque.

· Pre-listening task: Learners predict the order of the images. 

· Listening for gist: Explain that they are going to hear the story, and that as they listen they should check the order, re-ordering as necessary. Read the story to the learners; they listen and re-order pictures. Agree as a whole class the order of the images, and stick them up so that everyone can see them.
· Listening for detail/ grammatical detail: Is the story about now or before? How do they know? (verbs, use of time marker). 

· Oral work – Karen’s story: Using the set of images on the board as prompts, ask learners to re-tell the story, initially in the whole group. Elicit the verbs and their type (past simple tense- almost all irregular). How does Karen feel? How do you know? (images; intonation). Focus on the use of intonation to express feelings. Then learners work in pairs with their own set of images to tell the story. 

· Oral work – own stories: Learners tell their own stories about a time they used English and felt pleased or proud.
Reading and writing ideas

Possible reading and writing activities
· Compose simple text (Wt/E1.1a)

· Read and recognise simple sentence structures (Rs/E1.1a)
· Follow a short narrative on a familiar topic or experience (Rt/E1.1a)
Possible reading and writing activities

· Writing the story: Elicit the story from learners, and write on sentence strips. Read the sentences together. Learners match the sentence strips to the images. Give sentence strips/ parts of sentences to groups of learners as appropriate. They match/ re-order and match the sentences to images. Learners write their own copy of the story, either copying or using key words/ verbs.

· Reading the story: Learners read a copy of the text in pairs and do follow-up reading activities.  
· Writing their own story: Write about a time when they used English and felt pleased.

