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	Put a silver coin in the baby’s hand
	Scotland; Ireland
	The baby will be lucky and have lots of money 
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	Give honey or date to the baby
	Muslim cultures 
	The baby speaks nice, sweet words
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	Cut the baby’s hair
	Hindu and Muslim cultures
	Removes bad luck from the baby’s past life (Hindus); shows the baby is a servant of God (Muslims).
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	Keep the umbilical cord safe in a special box
	Japan
	Keeps the baby safe and well
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	Bury the umbilical cord under a tree
	Caribbean; West Africa; 
	Connects the baby with their birthplace 
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	Give red eggs to friends and family
	China
	Good luck for the baby





Information: From Local History for ESOL Learners group at Hackney Museum, supplemented ‘How are new babies celebrated around the world?’: http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zysbcdm and ’12 fascinating traditions for welcoming newborns’: http://www.oddee.com/item_98850.aspx
Images: http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zysbcdm; http://www.oddee.com/item_98850.aspx; http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/10197839/Royal-Baby-First-commemorative-lucky-penny-awarded-to-July-22-baby.html 
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