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Jamaican English

Find the phrases Isaac uses in his story.

	Jamaican English
	Standard English

	At 8 o’clock I start to work.

	At 8 o’clock I started to work.

	

	The foreman came.

	
	The one at the bottom didn’t move.

	
	I think they must have put me to sleep.

	
	It was more than six months before they healed up.

	

	I went back to the hospital.


 
What differences from standard English can you see?
Past tense…………………………………………………………………………………………
First and third person in present simple ………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Pronouns …………………………………………………………………………………………..
Word order………………………………………………………………………………………
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	Jamaican English
	Standard English

	de man 
	the man 

	de man dem
	the men

	Mi go
	I go

	Mi go
	I went

	Him always cause trouble
	He always causes trouble




Some questions for discussion

Why do you think there are these differences?
Why did Isaac write his story the way he spoke?
Do you speak to people who speak like Isaac, or speak a different variety of English? 
What other varieties of English do you know? 
What are the statuses of different varieties of English? Why?
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